
Kindling Words Children's Book Literary Tour of England 

13-20 March, 2018 

Tuesday March 13  

 

9:00 am departure from Edinburgh airport hotel    

We’ll start with a long drive down through the beautiful countryside 

of Northumbria, stopping for tea and lunch along the way. Good 

chance to catch up on sleep, and get to know each other. 

 

In the afternoon, we’ll stretch 

our legs in the enchanted Sherwood Forest, and go on a walk 

through the woods to see the 800 year old Robin Hood Oak.  

Though there are centuries of Robin Hood tales it is perhaps 

Howard Pyle’s 1883 version that most conjures visions of men  

in green tights climbing through giant trees.  

Dinner and lodging and a hot tub will 

welcome us at Stoke Rochford Hall, 

an hour south in  Grantham. 

 

 

Wednesday March 14    

Our first stop will be at the oldest continuously inhabited private 

home in England, Green Knowe in Hemingford Grey. Lucy Boston 

drew inspiration from this extraordinary house with its animate 

topiary gardens for her series of magical 

books.   

Close by is the home of Mary Norton, in 

Leighton Buzzard, where The Borrowers 

found their niches.  Her Georgian home 

has become the Leighton Middle School, 

and the town has embraced its little peo-

ple with an enchanting Children’s Trail.   
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On  we go to visit Roald Dahl’s village of inspiration, Great 

Missinden, where Dahl lived for 36 years until he died in 1990. 

It was here where he imagined the BFG who blew dreams in-

to windows, Matilda took refunge in the library, Danny was 

Champion, and Mr. Fox was Fantastic. We’ll visit the ingen-

ious children’s museum, with a replica of his writing room.  

Dinner in the village, with lodging at The King’s Arms, a tradi-

tional timber inn, nearby in Amersham. 

 

                 

       

  

            Thursday March 15  
 

The next morning finds us on the river, visiting the magical 

world of Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in the Willows at Henley-

Upon-Thames.  We’ll enjoy lunch or tea at the locally sourced 

Wild Fork Café.   

Then on to Oxford, the home of so 

much children’s book inspiration. 

To name a few…C.S. Lewis, Philip 

Pullman, Lewis Carroll, J.R.R. Tol-

kien, J.K. Rowling… Dinner perhaps where the “Inklings met” at the Eagle 

and Childe Pub. We’ll stay in Oxford “digs” at Magdellan College…just 

like those literary geniuses. 

Friday March 16  

After breakfast at the “Buttery” 

of Magdalen College, we will 

continue exploring Oxford with 

a professional literary tour.  Our 

guide will hand-tailor our experi-

ence to include locations from 

each of our favourite authors’ 

lives and their books.  
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...and a picnic lunch from the Covered Market.  

We’ll stop at C. S. Lewis’s house, The Kilns on 

the way out, where you can see his desk, his 

worn typewriter, even the pipe he smoked.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lodgings will be at Hogarths Stone  

Manor in  Kidderminster, just a few 

hours away. 

           Saturday March 17  

 

 

We’ll join the Steam Engine gala, and experience the steam trains that 

brought Harry, Hermione and Ron to Hogwarts in the magical world of 

JK Rowling.  Our bus will meet us at Bridgewater, the end of the line, 

and we’ll continue northward.  

This is a long driving day, all the way to the Lake District, so we have 

planned interludes along the lovely way. 

We’ll take a stop to 

stretch our legs at the 

enchanted forest of  

Alderley Edge where you 

can see the ancient  

wizard carved into the 

rock that inspired Alan Garner.   

After dinner on the road, we land rather late in the 

Lake District, so we can be surprised by peaceful beau-

ty when we wake up.  
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Our accommodations will be in local B&Bs, 

one more upscale, and one that is actually 

featured in Beatrix Potter’s books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday March 18th 

For two nights we immerse ourselves 

in the peaceful Lake District world of 

Beatrix Potter’s illustrated books and 

Arthur Ransome’s novels. We willl have a private 

tour of Potter’s long-time house, visit Hill Top gar-

dens, and take a jaunt on Coniston Water, where 

Swallows and  

Amazons took place.  

 

     Monday March 19  

We are up early for a drive 

across the narrow north of 

England.  

We’ll stop outside of Kes-

wick at the hill-top stone circle of Castlerigg to get a last dose 

of Lake District beauty before heading across, parallel to the 

Scottish border.   

 

 

The causeway to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne is on-

ly open during low tide. The time table changes daily. 

We have to cross before 1pm this day or wait until 

evening. And once we’re there, we’re stuck.  

But we’ll be stuck in a place of such mystic beauty, 
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we’ll be longing for more time.  

There happens to be a boutique coffee shop on the Holy 

Island, with fresh sandwiches and pastries, and home-

roasted coffee. They have agreed to open all afternoon, 

just for us.  We will be able to write and sketch and explore 

this beautiful island, its castle and monastery while we are 

trapped by the tide.  

 

 

We can take in the history that inspired Nancy Farmer’s Sea of 

Trolls, and then go work on our own masterpieces.  

 We’ll have an amazing fish and chips together before finding our 

rest. All the lodgings are small, so we will be spread out on this 

last night of our adventure.  

Tuesday March 20.   

On our last day, we get to explore Seven Stories, the National 

Centre for Children’s Books in Newcastle.  

On our way back to 

Scotland, we’ll stop 

at Alnwick Castle 

where some of the  

Harry Potter movies 

were filmed.   

The Duke and 

Dutchess of North-

umberland will be in residence, so we can’t visit the interi-

or of the castle, but her gardens, particularly a garden of 

poisonous plants, will be magnificent fun.  Then after 

lunch, we will go the last few hours back across the border to our castle for the week, Dalhousie, 

where the most amazing magic awaits… 

Authors featured in this tour:  

Howard Pyle, Lucy Boston, Mary Norton, Roald Dahl, Kenneth 

Graham, Philip Pullman, Lewis  

Carroll, C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien,  

J. K. Rowling, Alan Garner, Beatrix 

Potter, Arthur Ransome, and Nancy 

Farmer 

Anne and Alison, tour planning! 
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